In order to make the points I desire to make, I must refer to and quote from a paper of mine on the subject, read in this city before the Odontographic Society of Pennsylvania, in 1870. In that paper I advocated the perfect restoration and, in some cases, the slight exaggeration of the shapes of the teeth. This will be shown by the following quotation:
"If we take nature as our guide, and desire to attain to her perfection, it is evident that, between molars and bicuspids at least, the file should only be used as it may facilitate the operation of restoring with gold the lost shape of the tooth. To consider the subject further from this standpoint, it is safe to say that the public would not long tolerate an oculist who snips off a part of the eyelid in order to operate more easily on the eye; or a surgeon who, in amputating a finger, cuts off an arm ; and yet it will sit down in a comfortable modern dental chair and let the teeth be cut and hacked, and will try to believe it is all right, because the operator has the reputation of being a splendid dentist.
The tooth might not be as valuable as the eyelid or as the arm but it was modeled by the same Great Designer, and the difference is in degree, and not in kind.
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